Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 07454 281332Z 

46 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 IO-14 ISO-OO SCCT-02 SY-04 USSS-00 

SCS-03 SCA-01 SS-20 NSC-07 SP-03 L-03 H-03 CIAE-00 

INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 DPW-01 PRS-01 PA-04 USIA-15 

DRC-01 /137W 

070116 

P 281232Z JUN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9797 
INFO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL ASMARA 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 7454 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, CASC, ET 
SUBJECT: TENNECO FOUR 

REFS: STATE 139897; KHARTOUM 1560 (NOTAL) 

1. IT IS NOT CLEAR TO US AT PRESENT THAT ICRC MISSION TO IN 
VESTIGATE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF REMAINING TENNECO HOSTAGES WOULD 
BE OF SIGNIFICANT VALUE. WEDERFORT'S REPORT INDICATES THAT 
CAPTIVES ARE IN "EXCELLENT HEALTH", ARE "TREATED WITH CONSIDER- 
ATION AND GOOD CARE", ARE "RELATIVELY FREE TO MOVE ABOUT", AND 
"HAVE EASY AND GOOD RAPPORT WITH ELF CUSTODIANS". AS FOR POS- 
SIBLE INTERMEDIARY ROLE FOR MISSION, THERE SEEMS NO NEED ESTAB 

LISH ADDITIONAL CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION WITH ELF WHEN PRESENT 
CHANNEL APPEARS TO BE WORKING QUITE SATISFACTORILY. 

2. THERE WOULD BE SOME DISADVANTAGES IN SENDING IN ICRC MIS- 
SION. GETTING MISSION TO CAPTIVES' LOCATION MAY PROVE COM 
PLICATED OPERATION INVOLVING CONSIDERABLE NEGOTIATION WITH ELF, 
WHICH LIKELY BE SUSPICIOUS REGARDING PROFESSED PURPOSE OF VISIT. 
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MOREOVER. SHOULD NEGOTIATIONS WITH IEG BE GOING BADLY AT TIME OF 
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MISSION'S VISIT, ELF MIGHT BE TEMPTED ADD TO HOSTAGE GROUP. 

3. SITUATION COULD OF COURSE CHANGE IN NEXT TWO OR THREE WEEKS 
AND ICRC MISSION MIGHT THEN PLAY MORE USEFUL ROLE THAN IS AT 
PRESENT APPARENT. 

4. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR REYNOLDS AGREES WITH ABOVE OBSERVATIONS. 

WYMAN 
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